
March 16, 2018 

110 Park Ridge Rd 
Bellingham WA 98226 
 
Attendance  

647-6876 or 676-6450 ext 1# 

Athletics 

676-6450 ext 2# 

Registrar/Counseling     

676-6450 ext 3# 

Main Office      

676-6450 ext 4# 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
3/19  Family Event Nite        

6:30—8:00 

3/27  WTA 7th gr. Rid-

er Program begins 

3/28  Lock Down Drill 

4/2-4/6  Spring Break 

4/12  Drum Line Prac-

tice Begins 

4/12 Spring Play Audi-

tions 

4/16  Family Event Nite 

6:30—8:00 

4/26 Early Dismissal 

4/27  No School 

5/3  WE Day 

Recent national events and discussions have raised questions about school safety and security at FMS. I 

have had the opportunity to talk with many parents and students about their concerns and found that 

there were several misconceptions and misunderstandings regarding what we do in preparing our staff 

and students for emergency events throughout the year. I thought this would be a great time to share our 

state and district expectations around our safety drills and maybe some specifics about our upcoming 

“lockdown drill” scheduled for March 28th. 

Washington state laws require that each school conduct one safety drill a month. We are expected to do 

three Fire Drills, three Lockdown Drills, one Earthquake Drill, and one Shelter in Place Drill. I will try to 

explain what each of these drills comprises below. 

FIRE DRILLS 

We always conduct a “Fire Drill” within the first couple weeks of school, in November and then later in 

the Spring.  Our local firemen are always impressed when I tell them that we can report who is present/

missing and what classes may have concerns within only 15 minutes of the alarm going off. We want 

each student to feel confident they know exactly where they should go and what they should do when 

the fire alarm is sounded.  Regular practice helps reinforce this. 

EARTHQUAKE DRILLS 

Every year we always participate in the Washington State’s Great Shake Out on October 18th at 10:18 a.m. 

On this day and time, schools all over the state practice their “Earthquake Drills” and procedures. The 

state sends out materials to help schools teach their teachers how to prepare for an earthquake and what 

to do if one occurs during school time.   

SHELTER-IN-PLACE DRILLS 

We typically save the “Shelter-in-Place Drill” for the late Winter or early Spring when we have more in-

clement weather. The purpose of this drill is for the staff to be prepared to move all students to a safe 

location within the building in case of severe weather or other environmental situations that would re-

quire us to contain students in an easily controlled and secure location with no windows and limited ac-

cess. 

LOCKDOWN DRILLS 

Fairhaven usually conducts three “Lockdown Drills” each year.   We had one in December, we had one scheduled for February (this 

was canceled because of its proximity to the date of the student walkout on February 24th), and another for the end of March. Our 

next “Lockdown Drill” is scheduled for March 28th at 2:20 p.m. The purpose of this drill is to keep the students and staff safe from any 

danger outside or inside the building.  This type of drill will secure the school building and safely shelter all students, staff and visi-

tors inside the building.  During a “lockdown drill” all perimeter doors to the school building will be locked and will remain locked 

until the danger or issue outside or inside the building is removed.  To enable everyone to remain safe, no one will be allowed to en-

ter the building or leave the building until the authorities authorize such a release. Part of our discussion with students during this 

time is to reinforce that the students look towards the teachers and staff for direction in case of an emergency and encourage students 

to “say something if you see something”. Students should always feel empowered to tell a staff member if they’re aware of any be-

havior or situations of concern. 

Hopefully this has helped paint a better picture of what we do for our Safety Drills at FMS. IF you still have questions or concerns, 

please feel free to contact me or set up an appointment to talk.  

 

Robert Kalahan, FMS Principal 



NOTICE to 8
th

 grade STUDENTS & 

PARENTS!  

Mrs. Martin will be sending all the 

current 8
th

 grade sports physicals on 

file to your students’ high school be-

fore May 1, 2018. It is highly advised 

that you make sure your students’ 

Sports Physical exam is updated be-

fore this time. Your high school ath-

letic department will post more infor-

mation regarding sports physicals 

and clearance on their school web-

site in the spring. There will be many 

opportunities for high school sports 

summer camps and pre-season 

sports training camps during the 

summer.  

 Thank you to the many families that have generously contributed to our past Staff Appreciation 
Lunches. These lunches are a monthly highlight for the FMS staff. Did you know that it is one 
of the few times that the staff come together, and are given the opportunity to just sit and 
visit and connect? Your contributions feed more than their stomachs, it feeds their 
souls. 
 
We have some fun new themed lunches coming up, and we need all the help we can get to 
make them a success! 
Wednesday March 21st - the theme will be “Salad Smorgasbord”. This will be an opportunity 
to put together a wonderful assortment of deli type salads and dishes, along with chilled pro-
teins, to create a grocery store type deli buffet. 
 
April’s themed lunch is Mexican Fiesta – more information about this opportunity will be includ-
ed when the Sign Up Genius email is sent. 
 
Please look for the Sign Up Genius emails that we send out monthly. If everyone chips in, the 
effort is little but the impact is great. If you are not receiving the emails, please let Dawn Reedy 
know at 4reedysatplay@gmail.com. Thanks for all your support of the FMS Staff! 

mailto:4reedysatplay@gmail.com


The Assistance League Summer Enrichment Scholarship Program is now accept-
ing applications. This scholarship will cover up to $400 towards the cost of one 
academic camp per applicant.  Students in grades 6 through 8 can apply. Applica-
tion materials and more information are available online at http://
assistanceleaguebellingham.org or in the FMS Student Services office.  It takes 
time to prepare the application, so plan ahead!  Applications are due March 28, 2018 

 

     Spring Play Coming to FMS! 
 

  Deb Currier and her crew from WWU will be working with FMS students, staff  
 and parents to realize a Spring Play and soon we'll be  
 holding auditions and rehearsals for actors, stagehands, designers, 
lighting techs etc..  
 
Auditions will be on April 12th, look for more information at a later date! 

Spring Athletics Online Registration is Now Open  

Spring Registration Deadline: March 26, 2018  

Spring sports being offered are: Cross Country for all grades, Girls Basketball for 7th & 8 th grade and 

Football for 7th & 8 th grade. Registration deadline is Monday, March 26. The first practice 

is Monday, April 9. 

The following four (4) items are required to be CLEARED for participation. 

1. Skyward Athletic/Activity Online Registration: Go to the FMS website/Skyward/

Family Access/Athletics & Activity Registration. Use your Family Access login/password to complete 

the Athletic registration forms. If you donõt know your login, please call the office. 

2. Sports Physical: A current sports physical must be on file. The form is available in the front office or 

online. The sports physical is good for 24 months (2 years) from the exam date. It must be valid for the en-
tire sports season, and signed by all required. Please note: Many 8th grade sports physicals have recently 

expired. 

3. ASB Fee of $10: This one-time each school year fee covers all before and after school clubs, activities 

and athletics. Envelope located in the main office. 

Students must meet with Mrs. Martin, in the workroom, any day before the posted 
deadline, and before 1st period to verify individual clearance. 

Students are encouraged to turn in all completed Sports paperwork before 1st period 
any day. 

For additional questions re: Mrs. Martin is available between 8:30-10:30, or 1:40-
2:30pm daily. 

http://assistanceleaguebellingham.org
http://assistanceleaguebellingham.org


This is one big book club, made up of kids, adults and good reads. We get together to build   

community and connections through our discussion of a common book.  

Our meeting will be held this spring.  Prior to the meeting, participants read the current pick ð on 

their own or with a friend or family member.  Then, we all meet up one evening in the Commons for 

refreshments, activities, and to share our thoughts about the book. By the end of the night, readers 

achieve a greater appreciation for the book and one another! 

This springõs meeting will be held in the Fairhaven Middle School Commons on Wednesday, April 

25th, 2018, from 6:00 to 8:00 pm.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

 This yearõs book is Orphan Island by Laurel Snyder.   

You can pick one up in our FMS library, your language arts classroom or at a local bookstore.  

Mention you are part of Fairhaven Reads at Village Books and youõll receive a 15% discount. 

Weõre looking forward to seeing you there! 

 

Itõs time for anotheré 

              FRENCH 1 will start    

                               MONDAY, April 9 

8 to 9 am ð m-w - Room 313  

 Games ð Movies ð Songs ð Food ð Skits Puppets Shows ð Laughs with 

Friends 

This is a club for students who want to learn about new cultures. It is focused on speaking 

and an introduction to French. New students are welcome! 

Sign-in at the office or FMS-PTSA website 
15 sessions  $75. 

 

 

FRENCH 1 CLUB 

With  MADAME BILO-



3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ ,ÅÁÒÎÉÎÇɂ%ÉÇÈÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅÒÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ 
 

This winter, all eighth graders at Fairhaven Middle School have been engaged in various service learning pro-

jects in our community. This collaborative learning experience has paired over 200 eighth grade students with over 50 

parent volunteers and Western Washington University pre-service teachers at 23 community sites. 

 Prior to working on site, students chose a service category in which they would like to participate. These cate-

gories included environment, youth, elderly, and social services. Students researched their service category through 

various current event assignments. Next, students worked to fulfill a specific need at their community sites on five 

different Fridays for a two-hour block of time. Each week they reflected about these experiences through several jour-

nal reflection questions that they discussed about in small groups. 

 Now that the service learning projects are coming to an end, students will be considering a change they would 

like to see made by writing a bill for our Mock Congress related to their service category.  

0ÁÒÅÎÔ 6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 775 0ÒÅ-3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 4ÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ 

Suzet Bergeron   Jenna Byrnes  

Kate Davies   Carol Rofkar  

Daniella Simon   Dean Hagin   

Deanne Kanenaga  Lisa Law 

Andy Law   Jolyn Hunt 

Betty Chen   Jo Williams 

Vicky Reardon   Janet Dawson 

Hilary Higgins   Matt Roelofs 

Sherri Roelofs   Michael Black 

Emma Christensen  Serge Lindner  

Heather Livezey  Kim Barron  

Samantha Sandoz  Michelle Lai  

Rachael Leedy   Stephanie Raper 

Michele Pagano   Felicia Talman 

Vicki Werby   Kerri Wagner 

Kate Davies   Lisa Law 

Andy Law   Jolyn Hunt 

Betty Chen   Jo Williams 

Vicky Reardon   Janet Dawson 

Heather Zecha   Nancy Haley 

Sarah Rothenbuhler  Amy Wilson 

Rebecca Bunn   Rebecca Orloff 

Michelle Wheeler  Andrea Stull 

Danielle Carlson  Marid Hendrickson 

Christina Byrne   Laurette Rasmussen 

Dan Schweitzer   Deborah Oksenberg 

Marian Larson   Jill Tarves 

BJ Ortega   Sarah Clarke 

Community Sites   

Agape House  Lowell Elementary  Happy Valley Elementary            Roosevelt Elementary 

Silverado  Wade King Elementary   Highgate Convalescent Center            Meals on Wheels  

Summit Place  Sunnyland Elementary  Columbia Elementary             Brookdale 

Loving Space  Mt. Baker Care Center  Highland Convalescent             Alderwood Park 

St. Francis  Salvation Army   Silver Beach Elementary                       WMBC   


