
Nov. 2, 2018 

110 Park Ridge Rd 
Bellingham WA 98226 
 
Attendance  

647-6876 or 676-6450 ext 1# 

Athletics 

676-6450 ext 2# 

Registrar/Counseling     

676-6450 ext 3# 

Main Office      

676-6450 ext 4# 

UPCOMING 

EVENTS 
  
Nov. 4 Daylight Savings     

 Time Change 

Nov. 5 Pre-Winter 

 Sports Begin 

Nov. 6 Picture Retakes 

Nov. 12 Holiday 

Nov. 13 PTSA General 

 Meeting 

Nov 19 Gobble Wobble 

Nov 20 Mobile Dental 

 Van 

Nov 21 Early Dismissal 

 12:00 

Nov. 22 Holiday 

Nov. 23 Holiday 

Nov. 26 Sports Pictures 

Dec. 5 2nd FPS Write 

Dec 6 Early Dismissal 

Dec. 6 FPS Fall Info 

 Night & Dessert 

 Auction 

Dec. 11 PTSA Monthly 

 Mtg. 12-1:00 

Dec. 17-Jan. 1 Holiday 

Jan. 8 PTSA Monthly 

 Mtg. 4-5 pm 

Hello Fairhaven Families and Friends, 
 

I write this introduction to our November Grizzly Growl and watch the last of 

our beautiful autumn leaves fall.  November brings Thanksgiving and it will be 

gratitude that drives the theme of this letter.  

 

I want to say thank you to all the people and organizations that have helped our 

school have such a marvelous start.  Thank you to our PTSA for their continued 

care and commitment.  This past month we had an incredible PTSA sponsored 

Masquerade Ball and many thanks to our volunteers who helped plan and host 

that event.  Thank you also to our staff, all of whom love our school, students, 

and community and work so hard to make every day special here at Fairha-

ven.  Our students also deserve recognition and gratitude. They work to bring 

their best selves to school each day and have handled our recent technology 

adoption with great success.  Finally, I would like to thank each of you.  Fairha-

ven families are second to none.  Many of you have warmly welcomed new staff 

to our school, including Shari and myself, and you continue to provide care and 

support to our students, staff, and community.  A core belief of our Bellingham 

Promise is that together we achieve more than alone, and I see the power of that 

every day in our students.  

 

In closing, I wish each of you a wonderful month. Please be sure to change your 

clocks back this Sunday and as always feel free to connect with me or our front 

office directly if we can be of assistance.  

 

My best, 

  

Steve Ruthford 

Principal, Fairhaven Middle School 



Gobble Wobble  

This annual school-community fun run/walk will take place on Monday, November 19th during 

enrichment classes. All sixth grade students will run the event at 12:30, seventh grade at 1:25, 

and eighth grade at 2:15.   

Any parents that would like to volunteer to help monitor the course, cheer students on or run 

the event with their child are welcome to participate.  

If you have questions about the event or would like to volunteer, please contact your child’s PE 

teacher. 

Health and Fitness Team  -   

Ed Lund (Edward.lund@bellinghamschools.org or 676-6450 x.4658) 

Spencer Dodds (Spencer.dodds@bellinghamschools.org or 676-6450 

x. 4658) 

Angela Markowski (Angela.markowski@bellinghamschools.org or 676-

6450 x. 4659) 

Tanya Peckler (Tanya.peckler@bellinghamschools.org or 676-6450 

x.4659) 

INFO from TRANSPORTATION  

 

If a student wishes to ride the school 
bus home with a friend the transporta-
tion department requires a parent note. 
The note can be exchanged for a bus 
pass at the attendance window and it 
needs to in-
clude the bus 
number and bus 
stop. Students 
should contact 
each other for 
this infor-

 

SPIRIT WEAR Online Store is Open 
Spirit Wear is great for our kids' every 

day clothing options AND also makes for 

the perfect gift to tuck away for birth-

days, Christmas, and more! Enjoy shop-

ping! https://

fairhavenspirit.itemorder.com/sale 

Please, please, please try to send a note to school with your student if they need to be picked up during the 
school day. The note should be brought to the attendance window in the morning and exchanged for a pass to 
come down at the time needed. This helps us avoid calling in the classroom which interrupts instruction.  

A parent note also speeds things up for you, since you will not have to wait for us to track your student down and 
you don’t even need to come in. Your child can simply watch for you to pull up.  Thank you for your help with 
this and keep in mind that we do understand that unforeseen circumstances do happen on occasion.  

A Message from the Attendance Window 

https://fairhavenspirit.itemorder.com/sale
https://fairhavenspirit.itemorder.com/sale


Have you linked your Community 

Rewards to Fairhaven Middle 

School PTSA?  

Fred Meyer donates to non-profits based on 

where their customers tell them. Once your 

card is linked to our PTSA 

(www.fredmeyer.com/communityrewards), 

everytime you shop and use your Rewards 

Card, you are helping our PTSA earn a do-

nation. Ask extended familiy to hop online 

and link their cards as well. It all adds up 

quickly and that quarterly check is a big 

part of our PTA budget. THANK YOU! 

Family Engagement 

Nights Survey  
The Fairhaven Middle School PTSA would 
like your input on improving one of the 
free programs we offer to parents and 
guardians of middle school students.  
Throughout the school-year we offer Fam-
ily Engagement Nights (FENs) on school 
nights, usually 6:30-8pm.  FENs are gath-
erings of parents or guardians with a pre-
senter who provides information regarding 
parenting tweens/teens. They are opportu-
nities to "add more tools to our parenting 
toolboxes" as well as a time to connect 
with other parents and, perhaps, get some 
ideas of how they are dealing with similar 
challenges. Please click HERE to com-
plete the quick survey.   

 
 

 

 

2018-2019  

Yearbook 
Pre-order your hardbound, full color 
yearbook for $25 dollars. The price will 
go up to $30 second semester.  If you 
did not receive an order form, you can 
pick one up in the office.  We have a 
great team of students working hard to 
create the best yearbook ever! 

Welcome Shelfies! 
This year about 30 students adopt-

ed shelves in our library.  Each 
week they will come in and 

straighten their shelves, display 
books, and keep it looking nice . At 
the top of each shelf, our Shelfies 

will have their name displayed so 
everyone knows who is taking care 
of the shelf.  We are so grateful for 

their help. 

 
 

The Chat Room is an alternative lunch/game 
room for students looking for a smaller, quieter 
cafeteria option. Parent volunteers supervise and 
interact with the students. The counseling staff 
supports the volunteers. In order to volunteer, 
please be sure to fill out your online volunteer 
forms .  Click HERE to sign up to volun-
teer  (https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040f4ca5a92c7-chat) 

CHAT  

Room  

Volunteers  

Needed! 

https://goo.gl/forms/hHZSkpehREA8WzLo1
https://bellinghamschoolsvolunteers.hrmplus.net/Home.aspx
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040f4ca5a92c7-chat


Family Engagement 

N ight 

Tween & Teens 
               and Drugs & Alcohol 

 

How to talk to your child about substance use 

Whatõs with e-cigs and Juuling? 
What are current trends in substance use? 

And moreé 

 

Come learn from Meghan Lever, Sehomeõs Prevention Intervention 
Specialist, about these topics. Bring your questions! 

 
December 3rd, 2018 in the Fairhaven Middle School Library 

 

Check the òBear Necessitiesó for more details! 

Please help support FMS families & families in need district-wide, all year long¤  

Gently-used clothing and household items (and any portion of your account balance) can be donat-
ed directly to the accounts at the consignment stores listed below.  

Wee Ones Reruns 360-733-6794 (Account#: F675, Account Name: Friends of Family Resource)  

Little Bugs 360-756-0507 (Account#: 7255, Account Name: Friends of FRC) 

Labels 360-738-0333 (Account#: 42811, Account Name: Friends of Family Resource Center) - both 
stores 

Anyone from the community can drop off items to be donated. Donations support FMS families 
and families in need district-wide. 

 

Thank you so much for helping our students and families in times of need"  

Fairhaven Cares 

Help Support Families in Need District-wide 



Want to feel connected to the FMS Staff but feel overwhelmed on 
how to do that? Every month, the PTSA sponsors a themed pot-
luck Staff Appreciation lunch. School families contribute compo-
nents of the meal, which the staff enjoy in the staff lounge. Email 
sign ups go out 2 weeks before the event, and you can pick sim-
ple items, that you can pick up at the grocery store, to contribute. 
If you are interested in helping out, email Dawn Reedy 
at 4reedysatplay@gmail.com to make sure you are on the email 
list! Or sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/FMSOctLunch. Novem-
berôs lunch will be a Baked Potato Bar on November 14. 

Operation Snowflake 
 FMS Gift Drive To Bring Holiday Cheer to Children Across Our School District! 

This holiday season, Fairhaven Middle School families will once again have the opportunity to 
help fulfill the needs and wishes of children across our district. Counselors from several schools 
are compiling gift wishlists from children whose families are experiencing financial hardships. 

We have committed to fulfilling the wishlists of children in at least 30 families at other schools, 

plus families right here in our own FMS community. 

Fairhaven kids and families will be able to "adopt" other district families either by shopping for 

items from those children's wishlists or by making a donation towards the purchase of wishlist 
items (and truly no donation is too small- by pooling pennies we can help make wishes come 
true!). This can be a great opportunity to teach and model empathy, and to have our children  

experience firsthand how good it can feel to give and to help people. We hope you'll find it to 

be a real "warm fuzzy!” 

Operation Snowflake will run from Nov 10th - Dec 4th. Stay tuned! More details on how you 

and your family can participate will be coming your way soon! 

In the meantime, to be considered for receiving holiday assistance, please complete this form: 
https://tinyurl.com/y8khugxw, no later than Friday, November 9th (paper forms available in 
the hanging wall files in the office). 

 

To participate in providing gifts and essential needs this holiday season to children and fami-
lies, and to help support our students, families, and staff in times of need throughout the year, 

please email fairhavencares@gmail.com. 

Please refer questions about Operation Snowflake to Fairhaven 

Cares: fairhavencares@gmail.com 

FAIRHAVEN CARES - Fairhaven families supporting and uplifting FMS students, families and 

staff in times of need. Every student, family and staff member in our community is loved and  

valued, and has a place in our hearts and in our Grizzly community.  

mailto:4reedysatplay@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/FMSOctLunch
https://tinyurl.com/y8khugxw
mailto:fairhavencares@gmail.com
mailto:fairhavencares@gmail.com


&ÁÍÉÌÙ %ÎÇÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ .ÉÇÈÔȦ 
7ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÒÎ ÈÏ× ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÉÓ ÕÓÉÎÇ ÈÉÓȾÈÅÒȾÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÁÐÔÏÐ ÆÏÒ -ÁÔÈ #ÌÁÓÓȩ 

#ÏÍÅ ÔÏ &-3 ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ÈÁÖÅ ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÕÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÒÎȦ 

7ÈÁÔȡ φÔÈ 'ÒÁÄÅ 0ÁÒÅÎÔȾ3ÔÕÄÅÎÔȾ#ÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÍÁÔÈ ÎÉÇÈÔ 

7ÈÅÎȡ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ .ÏÖÅÍÂÅÒ ρυÔÈȟ υȡσπÐÍ-χȡππ ÐÍ 

7ÈÅÒÅȡ &ÁÉÒÈÁÖÅÎ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ 

7ÈÙȡ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÎÏ× ÈÁÖÅ Á ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÅØÐÅÃÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒȢ  7Å ÔÈÉÎË ÉÔ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÉÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÃÏÕÌÄ ÓÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ×ÈÁÔ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÄÏÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÈÏ× ÔÈÁÔ 
×ÏÒËÓȢ     

(Ï×ȡ 0ÁÒÅÎÔÓȾ'ÕÁÒÄÉÁÎÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒ ÔÏ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÄÒÉÎË ɉÓÉÎÃÅ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ 
ÄÉÎÎÅÒ ÔÉÍÅɊȢ   4ÈÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÇÕÉÄÅ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ 
ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ×ÈÁÔ ÍÁÔÈ ÌÏÏËÓ ÌÉËÅ ÉÎ φÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÁÄÕÌÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 
ÈÏ× ÔÈÅ ÎÏÔÅÂÏÏËÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÅÔ ÕÐ ÁÎÄ ÄÉÓÃÏÖÅÒ ÓÏÍÅ ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÃÁÎ 
ÕÓÅ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÈÉÌÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÍÁÔÈȢ  

7ÈÏȡ ÙÏÕȟ ÙÏÕÒ ÃÈÉÌÄȟ ÏÕÒ φÔÈ ÇÒÁÄÅ ÍÁÔÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓ *ÅÆÆ .ÙÍÁÎ ÁÎÄ 
"ÒÙÁÎ "ÅÁÔÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ 2ÁÉÎÂÏ× +ÏÅÈÌ ɉ&%. ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÅÒɊ 

0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ËÎÏ× ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÓÏ ×Å ÃÁÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÆÏÏÄȡ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκƎƻƻΦƎƭκŦƻǊƳǎκоƻ½Ŏ½ǳvō/L!9{±/ƻм 

Want to feel connected to the FMS Staff but feel overwhelmed on how to do that? Every month, 
the PTSA sponsors a themed potluck Staff Appreciation lunch. School families contribute compo-
nents of the meal, which the staff enjoy in the staff lounge. Email sign ups go out 2 weeks before 
the event, and you can pick simple items, that you can pick up at the grocery store, to contribute. 
Our first lunch will be Wednesday October 17th and the theme will be a ñSoup and Breadsò. If you 
are interested in helping out, email Dawn Reedy at 4reedysatplay@gmail.com to make sure you 
are on the email list! Or sign up here: https://tinyurl.com/FMSOctLunch. Novemberôs lunch will be a 
Baked Potato Bar on November 14. 

 
The staff at FMS really look forward to, and appreciate, these special lunches! 

! áÑØÊÌßÌ 6(!/+ ;07 âÚ Úäß ÈÖÈíÑØÏ .ÈáÝäÌßÈËÌ "ÈÕÕ ƴ &ÈÖÑÕë 5ÚÊÑÈÕ æÚÕäØâÌÌßá   9Ì ÊÚäÕË ØÚâ ÐÈæÌ ËÚØÌ Ñâ èÑâÐÚäâ ëÚä   6ÐÌ ØÑÏÐâ èÈá È 

áÖÈáÐÑØÏ áäÊÊÌáá èÑâÐ ÈÛÛßÚêÑÖÈâÌÕë  ÛÌÚÛÕÌ ÑØ ÈƲÌØËÈØÊÌ ÈØË èÌ ßÌÊÌÑæÌË ÈÖÈíÑØÏ ÛÚáÑâÑæÌ ÍÌÌË

ÉÈÊÔ   ! ÏÚÚË âÑÖÌ èÈá ÐÈË Éë ÈÕÕ   !ÕáÚ È ÉÑÏ 6(!/+ ;07 âÚ Úäß ÏÌØÌßÚäá ËÚØÚßá   $ß  *ÌááÑÊÈ 3ÚÏÌßá

"ÈßÔÕÌë 8ÑÕÕÈÏÌ &ÈÖÑÕë $ÌØâÑáâàì  "ÌÕÕÑØÏÐÈÖ 6ßÈÑØÑØÏ ÈØË 6ÌØØÑá #ÕäÉ  #ÐäÊÔÈØäâ "Èë 'ÈÕÕÌßì  #ßÌÈâÑæÑ

âÌÈ  $ÈèáÚØ #ÚØáâàåÊâÑÚØ  $ÑÈØÈ "äßÏÚØ 3ÌÈÕâÚß Ì:Û 3ÌÈÕâì  6ÐÌ 'ßÚƲÚ (ÈÑß ƴ 5ÔÑØ #ÈßÌ 5âåËÑÚ  /ÈæÑÈäê 

&ÈÖÑÕë  1ÈäÕÈ #ßÚáÌƲÑ )ØáäßÈØÊÌ !ÏÌØÊë ÚÍ &Èß×Ìßá )ØáäßÈØÊÌ  6ÐÌ 1ÑâÈ 1Ñâ  3ÌØÌÌ .Èßà 8ÑÉßÈØâ 75!  

5èÌÌâ "ÌÕÕÑØÏÐÈÖ  9ÐÑáÔÌëá "äßÏÌß "ÑáâàÚ 

https://goo.gl/forms/3oZcZuQbCIAESVCo1
mailto:4reedysatplay@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/FMSOctLunch


Do You Know About Fairhaven Cares?   
We are Fairhaven families supporting and uplifting FMS students, families and staff in times of 
need. Every student, family and staff member in our community is loved and valued, and has a 
place in our hearts and in our Grizzly community. We are here for you! 

 We hope to be able to assist with specific needs, such as:  

* Clothing - coats, sports gear, shoes, shirts/hoodies, pants, socks, undergarments, Grizzly Wear 

* Food - meals, snacks, groceries for the week or weekend, holiday meals 

* Personal care items - deodorant, shampoo, toothpaste/toothbrushes, feminine supplies  

* Laundry detergent or other laundry support;  after-school activi-
ties, camps 

* Household items - sheets, pillows, blankets, towels, sleeping 
bags, tents, backpacks 

* Kitchen items - pots & pans, silverware, plates, utensils, toaster 
oven 

* Baby items - diapers, wipes, baby or childrenõs clothing, baby 
blankets 

* Transportation, unexpected expenses, holiday or birthday gifts, and moreê 

  

Students, families, and staff can contact Fairhaven Cares directly with any needs or ques-
tions here:  fairhavencares@gmail.com . Or, if you feel more comfortable letting one of our 
counseling team know what you or your family needs, you can contact  the counselors di-
rectly:  https://fairhaven.bellinghamschools.org/counseling/ . Please know that any identify-
ing information will be kept confidential.  

  

Please keep in mind that requests are not guaranteed to be fulfilled. This is a Fairhaven Families 
Supporting Families program and assistance is dependent on the number of families participating.  

 
Perhaps your family wants to participate by providing resources or extra support?  

 
* Become part of the Fairhaven Cares support team. Email fairhavencares@gmail.com and weõll 
alert you to needs in our community ð opportunities to help donate specific items or to volunteer. 
This is a wonderful way to build empathy in our children, as we teach them to appreciate what 
they have and to joyfully give back to others who are  in need of support .  

  

* We are always in need of $25 Fred Meyer gift cards. [NOTE: I removed Target and Haggen gift 
cards because Fred Meyer gift cards can also be used for gas - which is a high-need for most of 
our low-income families - and also because Target and Haggen are generally a little more expen-
sive and people will be able to get more for their dollar at Fred Meyers.]  Please place cards in an 
enveloped labeled ôFairhaven Cares,õ and give it directly to one of the secretaries in the school of-
fice. Thank you! 

mailto:fairhavencares@gmail.com
https://fairhaven.bellinghamschools.org/counseling/
mailto:fairhavencares@gmail.com

